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This prorj-L'ss ruport: takes a look at che activLtics plannod, undertaken 
and comp.leLt'd hy the Southern Rural Development Center for the period of 
January I, V)l'\ to December 31, 1^)75. 

The Center is relatively just in its infancv, having begun operation 
early in 197/i. During that first year of operation, SRDC largely occupied 
itself with identifying, describing and categorizing priority needs. The 
second vear, the vear covered bv this report, the Center saw the fruit of 
its first-vear efforts come to reality through orientation visits, regional 
workshops, technical consultants, liaison efforts, publications and func- 
tional networks, Kach project undertaken has been based on appropriate ob- 
ject Lves determined from prioritv rural development needs, 

)jSu£^^y^ ^ ^^^^^ 

William W, binder, Director 
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iM.vii.w OK vi:V: or woi;!: ivi!* i m);s 

Ihc work ot. Llic SouLluini I'immI. I 'Vf 1 tipKioii I i^uLt.T boj'an carLy in 
197^'*, ihcrcloL't' as in any auw nnclcr lak i n^; oi this iiatufL' tiie I'lryl 
i'onccrnb wurc to soL an ojh' ra L i.LMia I or)',dii i ;:af. i.on thrc^uj.^h which Jicack-mic 
rudeavoi: vHkI t i.uUi application coulti ruiuuvl. aad/or; t tku place, Kimding 
lor the work of tlu- Ccntur or i',atii:!a t i on has buun niadu avaiJablc through 
iitLo V ot this 'hiral ! )rvclopinen t Art of i\iblic Law 89-106 (Cooperative 

Status Kcsuarch SL-rvicc) and the National A^;r i cul tural bihrary. Vital 
sup^port i^i aliio recjLvud from Alcorn State I'nivL'rsity and Mississippi 
Slate riiiviirsLty as the cosponsors of the Kej^jioual Center, 

i-ducater^i and researchers; 'all across the South have long b/een 
involved in rur.. i de ve J opiuent , (Atnsequent ly recording what had taken 
place and establishing wiiat needed to be done became the second priority 
pt the (Center. Towards this end SRDC has compiled Jists and summaries of 
personnel, projects and publications corning rural development in the 
region. These are discussed individually in the summary. 

The third concern of the SRDC was ' ) establish regional cooperation 
to synthesize research knowledge in pressing rural development areas, 
ihe funding and operation of this effort is taking place under an emphasis 
failed "Functional Networks,' It is through t lie so networks that teams 

researchers and educators in the rural development profession are 
currently conce:; tra i. Li^^; on nine crucial problems. These are discussed 
in a separate section o{ this r epor t . 

^ • ^ ^ en taLio \\_ _V is ij^s 

In order to [leLp build the base ot the orgaiii. nation of the Center, 
orientation vJsits are made tj the ^ampuses of the 27 land-grant institutions 
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i : ' ; i • •; - M 1 1 1. 1 • r ' ^ i > ; mi , ; i n ' < ■ v i ■■ i ' - ■ : ' ■■ I v - ' ;ui » j lo 's . T i r s t , t lu\V 

.('■qM.iint i:m tiImm-s ^M (in* ;\*"»iM ri'ii nii! i .;.ll^>lu!! S(,l^l^; Uk- inst.itu- 

(, ii'.' u'v '•!•!■ i»i f !ir (.•uLrf .ii'vi ;'(L isii^ut, ! iiiM'u/,h J i a j.or.itL- , o 

r p?-^.'ss nt .1. i i ! ! > in*! I'Mnri- M tMr r*'iK.'M.*. St^'CMid, ihc 

'"'•Dt'-r, in t'lr:'!, • I'.iio'v' w-^n ^' .i^.'i:! (!).■ i iv.^ ; itulUMis and ilioir work in 

vwi I I d t ' V'< ■ I i,M>: M ■ 1 1 t . 

iMiri;: !'^'"^, iM'V^'W staLrs vk'iv \{'.i.i^m. 0 r i nu ;U i pii was » Uu- tt.ul 
at i'l^tii ! Ik^ !S'>'* and I^-'M) .i n s t i : 1 1 1 i . m).-. in rarli ,s t a t o vi.silt'd, )L;.i.ving a 
li'i. al «.M ! '» i n.-; L 1 L ut i lmis I'l.na' i v i a;,; a. a a i" i u iH a L i o a visi. L>. The* stales 
vi.'.itt'd v.'f!\.': /Mdansas, (i- "-'fa, j.a. , ;(ai(a'!:v, IavjIs j.ana , 1 ahoi:ia , Texas; 
and Viry^, jaiia. Or iniia L ion visiLs vaa:- i ::;|> I •.•ruail. txl throu^aji Liie Titil*' V 
(■i){>rd i na L lU" o( state. "\'\\c atlual t>rlriitaLioa sessions were purposely 

kt.'pt. int'on^Kil iuu\ lasted an avera:>.' oL - hours, v/itli a sluie presentation 
iisc'd lo Ln t rod uei- ihf work of." tlu- i - rit'a". Open discussion on the total 
;v>u*k ot tiie Center ItOlowed, iucludtay, such itens as inventory of research 
ku'-^w ! edre , I'.x t ei^.s i (mi erhicationa 1 pro,i'rans, identification of rural 
devt,' 1 opiiien t personnel, and f tuic t i taml networks. I'he host universities 
s'nared T i I. 1 1.' V ».'ffor!:s mi re.ral dc^Vt.! l.a.n:r* m t . 

ivar. i 'ana l Wor ks 1 1 o])s__ 

Title \' of L h e ku r a I He v e k ^ pr.: c a t .\ at an t h or i ;•: e s i n c r ea s ed V.xt en sic n - 
Krseareti eoi!i:;iun i cat i on , diah\k;ue, ;iri(i j^'-nl p T"ot; rar;iiii nv; . the f^RDC has 
!*a--auadal .a-:[)i.'rts ai'foss state lines a.iui M'»ii;i waiMons disc:iplinos to focus 
'T« pr^iWer.is v.-eiuiiion to Liu- rea, ion. 

For »j:-:<i!np 1 e , raiao^aal aa'oups iao.'t.' Mua; kt/tai ia^terested in issues of 
lanL! use. Ln Aui;ust ^af 1^)73 th</ S:k)0 a-.on^ oPted a pu.'etit^.g of representatives 
i roi:, the Southern I»and I-a'Mioiniis tU-searoh ( aaiiiiii 1 1 ee , the Southern Extension 
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. ' • : 1 Lvvi,>-(iay vorkshop in I.eadt'i'sbi.p tt^.: Leaders in Conimunity 

; s o u r c: e I ) e v o. 1 o pnie n t . 



^i^ili.'.'-' Miv work .iiui t'XjH' r i m.- v .)i ,i " , i.n'iuirs .u^l nijMr.i' 

•'•'^ i'^V.'lvr.i ill MlLMl JrVt'lopiiuMll prO J cM.' t is cM I S t , r l { 1 V i>rin-, vV{.lpri...L 

^•"•^"''^ l--' ^JuriM.; fiii,. jMst v,.,n- iiicluJr.i i i u.. r' ti lU'v-uxi.,! l.iiu; , i ( j m, 

^^''■^'■^^^ :uMit!it'i n (iiPwth roMrit's li. aid, Irin^cssrr V:iiU'y AiilhuriLy, Vask 

' ;-hmi( h.M-a iMir.i! I'rv.' hipi'UMit , rontarts with iUMi~la;ul yj\u\i .'o 1 1 ciu' 

<uui r«.<;:ioiKil-li'.!.-ra; an-iirirs. Cc^pirs ( lu,. "Knturr of ihv ^o\ah\ a 
•'"'■•''''^^■>' (-^i:!:iis.s iun on t lu' Km nr.' oi Uic S(Mit[) i L-port lo t lir S «u(.Iiorn 

Cr.nvth I'nii. i,.s Board was (1 i si r i hiiU'cl . A lumsini; woi ksbap was 00- spoasori'd 
v;itii i iaia«',s.si'i.' Volii-y Aathui'ity. 

SKDC has mado subsiantial proi\rfss toward amassinii;, publishing and 
d isseminat: int; inforiiiaLlon ^;ath('red in rural dcvc 1 oprneii L liiruughuut. the 
■Hiih. Hh.' (.L-TUor has published or rovisod over liie past year a number or 
pvdri ii:at i.ons of inleresl to a v/iried audience. Th»} Center iTiakes these 
.ivailabie Tree \i\^on request. Some of these are to be updated in 197b 
( ma I'kea' wi t h as I or : sk ) . 

•'•Kural 1 :e vi- i jn::oiu U«,'S(.'are'; 

l-acii; 1 run us(> ind tee;ha(k, one of the nost valuable info rna t i on 
pie'.i's the Center has \>l -due-d in the past year is Kurjn Developinep.t j^esearen 

.^iiL'iibilL-ll^i 1^^^^ ^^ ^^ the South, 'printed in and a,i;ain in 1973. 

It imlndcs bri.ei sunirr.arles of rural developnu-n t reb^earch projrjcts in the 
rer.ion and researehers' affiliations and addresses. Kosearehers whose projeel: 
appeared in tin* first (mIIi uni have been eontacted for further Information 
(updates, [>rinte(i reports, ete.) and other proje-.ts in which they are inv(Wved. 
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ItM.' < .'IR-S nil I LI' hjti bv.cw CiMit.iL" I \ A\y vip - 1 v ■■ t.lu"- !;; i uu 1 1« fvin o\ r(>r:' 
;mi L^r i 'RIS rupoi is ot ui'W 4MU',iiiur r"<';;rart;h ivw luv ltu. ion In 
I'li'h I i c»i I i iMi . otJuT liMils aj\' {Mirsut^l. Ilir srcdii! ^'iMllon >.l)oulJ 

in- ijuitf A Ml Jar^'.rr than the tirsl .nul more iiu" Ni.-; " v<< . It; will !u' 
' irmiiaLcJ persv>iuu'l In rural lU-V'i • 1 opi-.ic n t I hriai^-Junj l f hr ro.j: I^.>n. 

•'■I^'riAMUK' 1 ill I'ural lU'Vi.- 1 opi:u:iiL 

j '^'Jji^Oji rijLjJ ^ Iji^ \\\ 1 r£ij_ J ' V c ] i^^j^'inun I h. i s 1> c <• n . u u > L h u r useful publication 
ot t.luj ^il<l)C. FiisL printL'J in l^J7't, H lias rc-vLsocI and upc itrJ in 

IV/ J and undcrr.oi n^; anotluT revision lor print in|'. oarly in l'J7o. Tlu.- 
:1st will ;>t.' d j str i butiid to the rural dcv* '.opiMunt injrsonnul li.stod and 
lo otliL-rs ncedinj; such a full lu:tin^;. ^ public, tiun contains the 

names of all puoplo rolatod to rural devolopraont in the Southern Region 
and their address, telephotie, position, pcrciui tap.t^ of time devoted to 
Title V and whether the person is with Kesear n or Extension. 



('(.^niruuni t y Ke source Development fMib iica t ions 

(• KI) publicat ions hist was printed in early 1975 with input i the 
SOUL hern states and Puerto Fvico. Ft includes all Extension and Research* 
publications relevant to rural development and describes their availablity 
ilie states submitted two copies of each of the publications listed and 
these, along with publications gathered for the bibliography search* 
(below), have been placed Ln a special collection in the Mitchell J^emorial 
I.iabrary at Mississippi State University. This collection is to function 
as a regional center for rural development information and publications. 
The SRDC adds to the collection as new publications become available. 
The MSU library is organizing the collection with assistance of catalog 
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Inventory of Txisting F.xtension Educational Programs 

A variety of educational programs is being conducted by the Extension 
Services throughout the South. A survey of these programs will provide a 
brief summary of each to share with rural development personnel throughout 
the region. The inventory will be one way of stimulating ideas concerning 
rural development strategies and procedures. It wil. .elp get programs 
underway without spending an excess amount of time "reinventing the wheel''. 
It w^ill also provide information on the scope and variety of rural devel- 
opment educational programs being developed and will c.pear in print during 
1976. 

Analyzing impacts of Community Development 

A theoretical approach to measuring benefits of community development. 
Researchers propose ways to evaluate program effectiveness. Published for 
ES-USDA. 

Program of Work 

Specific information about the orgainzat ion , structure, funding, 
and program goals of the SRDC are outlined. Major problem areas are identified 
and relationship of • program of work to state plans of work are expressed. 
Also, charts of the states' Title V plans of x;ork are included. 

''^The Southern Rural [development Center 

An attractive self-mailer pamphlet containing information about the 
Center and its prupose, structure and plan of action. 

''^Annual Progress Report 

Assesses activities planned and undertaken by the Southern Rural 
Development Center during one vear's time period. 

13 



Kcisearch Needs m Rural Development 

Recommendations of the F^ural Doveiopment Task Force for ascertain- 
ing research needs in the Southern Region and regional planning infor- 



mation. 
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Rural Development Research and Llducacion 

Toward aiding dibseminatioa of valuable and pertinent rural devel- 
opment research and programming information throughout the Southern 
Region, the SRDC in 1975 began preparation of a new quarterly magazine, 
Rural Development Research and Education . The first issue will appear 
xn February 1976, The magazine features reports of ongoing research 
and programs with emphasis on results and implications for change. 

The magazine has generated quite a lot of interest within and out- 
side of the southern region, i*he SRDC has received many requests for 
subscr;Lptions and sample copies from people involved in community 
development, civic improvement, recreation planning, government, and a 
variety of organizations and agencies working in rural development. 

The first issue is intended as an mtioductory one, explaining the 
work and goals of the SRDC and the Funccional N^etworks. A few Research 
and Fx tension research reports are included ■ Submissions for future 
issues have also been received m quantity — even before the first issue 
out. Lt appears that there is a need in the region for such a forum 
in which to discuss research priorities and achievements. 

A. n a u a J I'^ v a 1 u a t i o n 

The evaiuation of the pian of work for SRDC is a regular item on 
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fk-)ard following a discussion of individual items. The items meriting 
key interest with the Board during the past year were: orientation 
visits, research inventory, inventory of rural development educational 
programs, appointments of research Functional -;etworks, training needs 
survey, the list of rural development publications, and technical assistance. 

Functional Networks 

With primary support from Cooperative States Research Service 
Special Funds (PL 89-106) and support of Title V staff and funds the 
Center was able to capitalize on the knowledge and work of the many 
professionals in the region who have much to contribute to rural devel- 
opment programs. This was accomplished by funding a unique emphasis 
designed by SRDC called Functional Networks. Essentially the work of 
the Functional Network is to lead groups of cooperating professionals in 
pooling research expertise in a specific problem area. 

Functional — means practical, useful, accountable. 
Network — means cooperation, linkage , communication . 
Thei'.e are precisely the guidewords for the SRDC Functional Networks. 
Nine have been or will be formed to give particular attention to one 
area or sub-area of rural devf.O. opment identified by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. They are charged to answer the question, "What does 

research tell us about ^ ?" by synthesizing available 

research knowledge. The answers will tell what we know and what we need 
to know. 

The Networks will prepare publications, based on the results t' y 
find, for various audiences — from information sheets for the general 
public to detailed research reports for fellow professionals. The SRDC 
will publish these reports. 
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SO, th^; SRDC will sponsor workshops for [)rcf ess ionals and agencies or 
groups working in these areas of rural development to acquaint them with 
this base of knowiedge. 

Kach Network is headed by a Center Associate, who submitted the 
original proposal. He coordinates research work and reports on progress 
to the SRijL. The Center Associate pulls together recognized experts in 
Ills field of inquiry from across the region to form the Functional 
Nl' twork . 

Three Networks have been in operation since mid-1975, after the 
firsc call for proposals was issued. Four additional Networks have been 
funded and two will be funded pending receipt of FY 76 funding. 

The three Networks already in full operation involve 24 professionals, 
9 states, 11 disc: .es , 9 - 1862 institutions, 5 - 1890 institutions, 
and 2 others, 9 researchers, 12 Extension personnel, 14 land-grant 
institutions, and 2 non-land-grant institucions « These are; 

Land Use Issues 

Under the direction of Dr. Burl Long at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, this Network is conducting an "Inventory 
and Appraisal of Research Concepts, Methods, and Results in Land Use 
Issues.'' Eight other Network members come from five states. The 
?iotwork has developed a cataloging system for research, has held meetings 
to set priorities, and has begun extensive information gathering and 
computer search efforts. 

Cl^itizen Participation in Rural Pfvelop meat 

Under the co-leadership of Dr. Donald n. Voth (of the Department of 
Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology) and Mr. William Bonner 
(Chairman of the Division of the Community Affairs of Extension Service) 
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uf the University of Arkan.^.as, f.his Network is synthesizing research on 
' Citizen Participation in Rural Deveiopmen t . ' This group of four other 
members from four states has met three times in FY 1975 and will present, 
a panel based on their findings at the February meetings of the Souther i 
Association of A;:?,r icultural Scientists. This Network is focusing upon 
two types of citizen participation: 

(1) '^..hat sponsored by agencies and organizations, and 

(2) that sponsored by formal voluntary organizations, with a 
secondary emphasis upon political participation. 

Fvaluation of Research Literature 

The third Functional Network deals with ' Evaluation Research Liter- 
ature for Rural Development in the South.ern Region.'' Under the direction 
of Dr. Arthur C . Cosby, of Texas A Si M University, the Network includes 
eight other members from eight institutions. This Network, too, has 
conducted extensive information searches and has held a workshop meeting. 
The Network has begun publication of a newsletter aimed at providing 
timely and relevant information for rural development practitioners, 
program developers, and researchers. 

Ft is a mechanism for sharing information, sources, and ideas 
pertinent to evaluation of rural development, and includes a regular 
"evaluation forum/' devot^-^ "O cominents, suggestions, and reaction. 



Four other Networks getting underway 

Functional Network 
Small Farm Operations 
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are : 

Center Associate 

Dr. W. Arden Cdlette 
Assistant Agricultural Economist 
G120 McCarthy Hall 
Fniversi ty of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 32611 



Industrialization of Rural Areas 



Health Care and Rural Development 



Kciucational Needs Projection and 
Rural Development 



Two additional networks to be funded 



Dr. Kldon D. Smith ' 

i'rofessor of Agricultural Economics 

University of Kentucky 

Lexington, Kentucky 40506 

Dr. R. David Mustian 
Department of Sociology and 

Anthropology 
^Jorth Carolina University 
Raleigh, NorLh Carolina 27607 

Dr. Gerald C. \^/lieelock 
Assoc late Professor 

Department of Agribusiness Education 
Alabama A & M University 
Normal, Alabama 35706 

pending receipt of FY 76 funds are: 



Synthesis of Research Results 
Relevant to the Impact of 
Governmental Transfer Payments 
of Human Resource Development 



Dr. E. Evan Brown 

Department of Agricultural Economics 
Livestock-Poultry Building 
University of Georgia 
Athens, Georgia 30602 



Community Services 

(a) Solid Waste Services 

(b) Financing 



Dr. Michael S. Salkin 
Ass is tan t Professor 
Agricultural Economics 
Oklahoma State University 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 



As the nine Networks get deeply into their research synthesis in 
1976, the SRDC will a 

1976, the SRDC will assist in printing publ ica t j ons to report their 
results, leading workshops for involved professionals and educators, and 
delving further into the process of 'knowing what "i need to know.' 

The SRDC has distributed press releases descr ibiii,'-^ the work of each 
of the Functional Networks to acquaint personnel in rural development 
throughout the region with these ongoing projects. At its periodic 
meetings the Board of Directors reviews the progress of the Networks and 
recommends ideas to the Director. 
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SUMMARY 



During its first complete year of operation, the Southern Rural 
Development Center has made measurable progress toward meeting high- 
priority needs for knowledge and assistance. During 1975: 

^^Orientation related to the work of SRDC was conducted at both the 
1892 and 1890 land-grant institutions in Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas and Virginia, compiling a total of 14 visits 
to institutions. 

^Workshops to help bridge the gap in cc: ^-^.unicaticn between Research 
and Extension were conducted in areas such as land use, youth aspirations, 
and Housing. 

^^SRDC has underwritten the expenses of key rural development personnel 
to serve as technical consultants to different phases of work being 
accomplished in rural development. 

^^The base of rural development knowledge has been broadened through 
extensive publications compiling centralized sources of information, 
publications assistance and research expertise. To date there are 
eleven publications either printed, being revised or in the process of 
being printed. 

'^Nine F unctional Networks have been or will be formed to give par- 
ticular attention to one area or subarea of rural development. It is 
the work of these Networks to lead groups of cooperating professionals 
in pooling research expertise. 
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Poard of Directors 
The Southern Rural Development Center Board of Directors is composed of 
9 individuals representing the State Agricultural Experiment Stations, the 
State Coo[>erative Extension Ser voices and [)rivate industry. During 1975, the 
Board met on two occasions, May 22 and November 10, ar r.he Atlanta Hilt a Inn 
in Georgia and the Marriott Motor Hotel in Houston, Texas respectv^ly. The 
Board tserves as the policy vr.alating ana program directing body for the work 
cxeCL'Ued through ihc^ S?U./.'::; pi,-.:; ut work. The Board of Directors is made up 
of the f pillowing indi vi.dua.l s : 



Mr. Sam H. Booker 
Vice-President for Marketing 
Alabcima Power Company 
600 North 18th Street 
Birminghain, Alabama 35202 



Dr. W. 



Bost, Chairman 



Director of Extension 
?, 0. Box 5446 
Mississippi State, MS 



3976: 



Dr. Charles P. Ellington 
Director ot Extension 
Un i ve rs i t y of Ge o r g ia 
Atliens, Georgia 30601 

D r - J a r V L s E . Miller 
Director of Experimeri' Station 
Texas A & M University 
College Station, Texas 77843 



Dr. wS. J. Parker, Dean 
Division of Agriculture 

and Technoj.ov"' 
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 



Dr. John L. Ragland 
Associate Director of Extension 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington, Kentucky 40506 

Dr. A. D. Seale, Jr. 
Associate Director 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
Mississippi State University 
Mississippi State, Mississippi 39762 

Dr. John W. Sites 
Dear for Research 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
Universitv of Florida 
Gainesvillcj Florida 32601 



Dr. Winfred Thomas, Dean 
School of Agriculture 

and Envir^ '■'nental Science 
Alabama Agricultural and 

Mechanical University 
Normal, Alabama 37562 
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